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1 
' Characters 


Motoharu Yano 


Masafumi Takeuchi 


Yano’s childhood friend. A 21-year-old college Nanami’s boyfriend. His 
He's kinder and more student in Tokyo. girlfriend Nana-san died. 
modest than Yano. She's earnest but a bit 


forgetful at times. 


Yano has left for Tokyo because of his mother’s divorce. 
After promising to meet each other a year later, Nanami and 
Yano begin their long-distance relationship. But the two 
have not met since. It has been five years since Nanami saw 
Yano off, and her graduation from college is drawing near. 


Nanami is busy with her graduation thesis, job hunt, and...?! 
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QUE 
AGAIN? 


HAVE YOU 
DONE THE 


TAKE AN 
ENGLISH 


| HAD TO 
READ ALOUD 
AN ARTICLE [ 
WRITTEN BY 

SOME 
ECONO- 
MIST. 


WHEN IS 
THE ESSAY 


= 


\. MORNING? 


en 


fe 


YOU THIS 


DOES 
ANYBODY 
HAVE THE 
NOTES 

FROM 

LAST 
WEEK'S 
CLASS? 


UM... 


well 
YOUR 
| HAIR ISN'T IE 


HOW COME 
| ALWAYS 
MAKE IT UP TO 
THE FINAL 
INTERVIEW BUT 
THEN GET 
OROPPED? 


MAKEUP IS 
MODER- 


MAYBE yy ATELY 
THAT'S WHAT lols 
PISSES THEM 

OFF? 


WHY DON’T 
YOU STUDY | TOLD YOU | WANT 


THAT YOU TO BE 
ABROAD IF 
YOU CAN'T SHOULD COME | | SUCCESSFUL 
rictt\ TO placa AT FINDING A 
WITH ME. JOB, NOT 
AT GROUP 
eriteleb DATES. 
ABROAD 


THEN WHY 
DON'T YOU 
STOP GOING 
FOR THE 
MEDIA AND 
| FOREIGN 
COMPANIES 
WITH BIG 
NAMES? 


MODER- ATELY 


ATELY NICE ATELY SMART. 


PERSON- 


KAHO SAID 
WE SHOULD 
NEVER INVITE 
YOU ONA 
GOKON 


SY | HAVEN'T 
THOUGHT OF 

A REASON 
FOR WHY I’M 
| INTERESTED IN 
-\ COMPANY C. 


WHY DON’T | STOP 
PLAYING THE PURE AND 
INNOCENT GIRL LIKE 
SHIO-CHIN SAID AND 
TRY TO PRESENT 


GET A JOB, 
JUST GET 
TAKEUCHI TO 
MARRY YOU. 


JUST NANAMI De 
QUIT IT oo 

AND MAKE 
UP YOUR 
MIND. 


WHAT'S 
THAT 
SUPPOSED 
_\ TO MEAN? 


NANAMI’S 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 
Boy- 

\ FRIEND... 


NANAM!| WAS 

SUPPOSED 

TO BE WITH 
HIM IN 


WHY 
WOULON'T | 
GIVE UP ON 
SOMEONE 

| HAVEN'T 
SEEN FOR 
FIVE YEARS? 


: HIS NAME 
WAS 


HE’S IN 
TOKYO 


TOKYO... 


WHEN SHE 
CAME TO 
TOKYO A 

YEAR 

LATER... 


| BEEN ABLE | 
| TOGETIN 
CONTACT 
WITH HIM? 


-/ HE SEEMS 
TO HAVE 
GONE 
MISSING. 


SHE 
DOESN'T 
EVEN KNOW 
IF HE’S ALIVE 
OR NOT. 


SHE HADN'T 
BEEN ABLE 
TO GET IN 
TOUCH WITH 
HIM FOR SIX 

MONTHS |. 
BEFORE SHE 
CAME. 


WHAT; 
KIND{OF, 


WE'VE 

BOTH 
BEEN BUSY 
SINCE WE 
BECAME 
SENIORS. 


% a: 


ITALIAN, OR 
MAYBE FRENCH? 
IT’S BEEN A 
LONG TIME SINCE 
PVE HAD THOSE. 
YUM! 


; 


| DION’T 
MEAN 
TO GET 
YOUR 
HOPES 
uP. 


Y 


/ 


, ie 


TIME 
PASSES | 
~ \QUICKLY,F 


op 


’ 
A OH, IT’S 


BECAUSE 
YOU WROTE 
THAT YOU 
DISCOVERED 
ARESTAU- 


RANT I'D 
ORESSED 
LIKE. DIFFER- 
ENTLY 


WHEN | 
SAID A 
RESTAU- 
RANT YOU'D 
PROBABLY 
LIKE... 


NN 


val MEANT A 
PLACE WITH 
LOTS OF 
JAPANESE 
SAKE, 

MW SORRY! 


C 


WELL, 
YOU'RE 


4 TODAY 


ie 
\¢ 


Wh 


BY THE 
WAY, DID 
YOU HAVE 

SOME- 

THING 

TODAY? 


HUH? 


<a 


|  ITFEELS 

LIKE THEY'RE 
COMPLETELY 
DENYING 


BUT YOU'VE 
MACE IT UP 
TO THE FINAL 
INTERVIEW 
FOR FAMOUS 
COMPANIES. 


HAVE MY 


etsA, MONKFISH 
CONSULTING LIVER, 
COMPANY. 


COMPANY 
mM. 


HUNTING 


; "YT rae 
ger Jos 


BOILS 


AN EX | 
: DOWN 
THE PLACEN@ 
YOu 
WANTED. wlS. 
WHETHER 
THAT'S YOU'RE 
GREAT! MEANT TO BE 
CONG - WITH THAT 
CATIONS. COMPANY 
‘ OR NOT. 


JS / 


YOU DIDN'T 

HAVE TO HIDE HMPH 
ITFROMME, , ' 

YOU KNOW, 


I'VE 
NEVER 
ACTUALLY 
LIVED 


IT WAS 
REALLY 
EASY TO 
SPEND ALL 
FOUR YEARS | 


«wAND ONCE | 


FINO A JOB, MY IN THE 


PARENTS WILL 
STOP SENDING 
ME MONEY, 
SO... 


DORM. 


YOU'RE 


/ GOING TO LEAVE ° 


THE COLLEGE 
DORM AND 
START LIVING ON 
YOUR OWN NEXT 

, YEAR, RIGHT? 


I'M ABIT 
WORRIED... 


THOUGHT 
YOU QUIT 
SMOK- 
ING? 


| START AGAIN 
|) WHEN THEY’RE | 
TROUBLED — 


MAYBE Hit 4 
SOMETHING \|\| | 
oe 1 NH 
WORRYING / )\ 

HIM...? 


ICAN JOIN YOU \ 

FOR ANOTHER YOU FOUND [za 
ORINK SOME- | AJOB, SO Z 
WHERE ELSE, / 

TO CEL- 
EBRATE. 


SHOULD 


GOHOME. | 
: K 


GOT THREE 
INTERVIEWS 
TOMORROW, 


a0 ti 


- 7 WH Wee ef fe 


YOU FIND 
AJOB, 
TAKAHASHI, 
WE'LL GO 
OUT AND 
CEL- 
EBRATE 
ALL NIGHT. 


AFTER 
SEVERAL 


YEARS... 
FEELINGS 


CHANGE. 


IF THERE’S i 
ONE THING | | 47 yy 
r'VE 
LEARNED 
| IN THE 
PAST FIVE 
L-YEARS... 


b : 
\ 


Co 
‘EVERYONE’S 


FEELINGS... 


AN 


_| EXPRESS 


WILL BE 
PASSING 
BY PLAT- 
FORM 2. 


alTS 

THAT 
PEOPLE’S 
FEELINGS 
CHANGE. 
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f 
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i 
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an , uN 
4 Lye Me 


Ha 


qe 


wore ph 


{LASTLY} 


I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH OF 
THESE 
HUMILIATIONS! 


IF THEY WANT 


TO REJECT ME, INTERVIEWERS 
WHY NOT JUST ARE JUST 
REJECT ME?! JUST WANT MAKING FUN 


TO PLAY OF ME. 


AROUND 
WITH 
HELPLESS 
STUDENTS. 


YOU'VE 

ALWAYS 
WANTED TO 
WORK IN AN 
EDITORIAL 
DEPARTMENT 
AT AFASHION 
MAGAZINE... 


PERFORM? 


BE PHONING 
TO SAY YOU 
GOT THE 


I'LL BE 
BACK... 
IT'S MY LAST 
SUMMER 
HOLIDAY. 


SUMMER 
BREAK? 


IT WAS 
RUDE TO 


da 


> 


Un. 


THERE'S 
ACLASS 
REUNION? 


OUR CLASS 
HASN'T GOTTEN 
TOGETHER SINCE 


You Rnow, 
the people 
(haven't 


BUT THERE 


seen since ARE SOME WE GRADUATED, 
graduation | PEOPLE| RIGHT? 
even though| DON’T KNOW 
we're all in | HOW TO GET 


SO WE THOUGHT 
IT'S TIME TO 
HAVE A REUNION 
THIS SUMMER 
WHEN EVERYONE 
IS BACK. 


IN CONTACT 


Tokyo... 
WITH... 


OH, BUT 
| CAN LOOK IN 
THE CLASS 
DIRECTORY 
AND PHONE 
THEIR 
PARENTS. 


HUH? 


: BUT 
+ SHE WAS 
|} ADMITTED 
_ TOR 
"|\ UNIVERSITY ON 
RECOMMEN- 
DATION... 


WHAT?! 


| NEVER 
KNEW... 


SHE WAS 
LIVING 
HERE... 


BUT 


LATELY TRYING 
HE'S BEEN TO GET 

CALLING MY MIND 
YOU ALOT, OFF THE 


HASN'T JOB 


| WONDER IF 

I'LL ENO UP 
UNEM- 

PLOYED... 


DEFINITELY 
THE DARK 


TAKEUCHI- 
KUN SENT 
MEA 


ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
ATTEND 


I'M GOING 

HOME THIS 
SUMMER 

ANYWAY. & 


REUNION? 


DATE, 
RIGHT? 


THERE'S A | 

FESTIVAL i a 
IN HIS 

NEIGHBOR- 


HOOD. 


BUT 1 


IT’S NOT 
3 THAT... 


BE 
AND | HAD MY FOUR YEARS ~ 


FRIENDS LOOK AGO | WENT 
THROUGH THE TO EVERY 
DIRECTORY OF EVERY PLACE | COULD 
COLLEGE OTHER THAN THINK OF 
K UNIVERSITY, WHERE WHERE YANO wl EXPECT TO 
MIGHT BE. SEE YANO 


THERE TOO. 


we TALKS 
ABOUT YANO 
AROUND ME. 


NANAMI, 
YOUR CELL 
PHONE |S 
RINGING. 


COULON'T 
FINO HIM, 
RIGHT? 


| FOUND 


WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED. 


BUT WE STILL 


SOMEONE IN 
TOKYO WHO WAS 
AT THE SAME 
HIGH SCHOOL AS 
YANO WHO KNEW 


.. WHEN WE TRIED 
TO FIND OUT 
WHAT UNIVERSITY 
YANO WAS IN BY 
ASKING OUR HIGH 
SCHOOL AND 
COLLEGE 
FRIENDS? 


- 


BUT | 


NEVER TOLD 
AND | NANAMI. 
THOUGHT... 
| 
WHY? 
we SHE DION'T 
NECESSARILY == 
| NEED TO a 
\ KNOW THE ot 
TRUTH. F i 


so MAYBE 

| SHOULD 
HAVE 
TOLD 
HER. 


«WANTED 
HER TO BE 
HAPPY. 


REALLY? 
THAT STUPID 
PUBLISHER WAS 
YOUR FIRST 
CHOICE. 


YOURSELF BY 
DANCING, 

BUT IT 
PAID OFF. 


Bi 
caked) just what 
did you 
do? 


TAKEUCHI-KUN. | 


Um 
going 
to call 
home... 


YOU'RE 
CRYING. 


7 ANA 
“-Takeucht- 
Run. 


CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS. \] 


I'LL TREAT 
YOU TO 
4 CELEBRATE. 


weal i 


es, 


YOU GOT 
HERE 
BEFORE 
Me. 


DOING? you'o GET 


ENJOYING 
THE 
BREEZE? 


IT REMINDS 
ME OF THE 
FESTIVAL WHEN 
WE WERE 
FRESHMEN IN 
HIGH SCHOOL, 


YOU'VE 
GOTA 
GOOD 


MEMORY. 


TO YANO, 
DIDN'T 


REALLY 
REGRET 
THAT. 


YOUR 


| YUKATA 


Jy annie 


== 


YOU'RE 
TIRED OF 
WAITING... 


wAREN’T 
YOU? 


w 

LOuy i 
fay F2645 
Be YMA 2ZQxn 00 
bes xOtOs 
Soe f QHxveR 
z= a) 


Aegees 
«MOTO SAID 


uns 
= SHG 
ZaVva 
Ow cv 
Q9orseO 
-rs 


” 


“OF 
PEOPLE 
| CAN NO 
LONGER 


BE WITH. 


SAYING? 


WHAT HE’S 
DOING. 


WILL NEVER 
| APPEAR 
BEFORE YOU 
| AGAIN, 
TAKAHASHI. 


IF WE 
CAN'T SEE 
HIM... 


HOW IS THAT 
DIFFERENT 
FROM BEING 
LEFT BEHIND 
AFTER 
SOMEBODY 
DIES? 


YOU'RE 
LYING. 


«BECAUSE 
YOU NEVER 
PROPERLY 
PARTED 
WAYS. 


SINCE HE 
NEVER SAID 
GOODBYE, 
AND STILL 
HASN'T 
COME TO 
Me... 


wl SN'T THE 


KINO OF 
PERSON 
WHO 
WOULD 
SUDDENLY 
DISAPPEAR 
WITHOUT 
SAYING 


\ GOODBYE. 


EVEN NOW, 
SOMEWHERE 
INSIDE OF YOU, 
HE REMAINS. 
YOU CAN'T 
FORGET HIM... 


YOU KNOW, 
THE WAY 
YOU ARE 

NOw, 
TAKAHASHI... 


REMINDS 
ME OF 
SOMEONE 
| KNEW IN 
THE PAST. 


NEED 
TO LET 
GO. 
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< 
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3 
. 


AND LIVE 
WITH ME 


Ko 
a2 
=e 
| 

zo 
Ww 
ive) 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
FORGET 


YANO 
WILL BE A 


MEMORY... 


WE 


AND 
MOVE INTO 
MY PLACE. 


BOTH 
SHARE. 


I'LL CARRY 
THE BURDEN 
YOU CAN'T. 


WHO 


WHAT DID YOU | 
DID YOU - SEE 
TALK TODAY? 


ABOUT? 


e 


WHO IS 
IT THAT 
YOU 
LOVE 
NOW? 
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HE'S HE'S AW 
GOOD-LOOKING, | || UNIVERSITY | 
KIND, ATTENTIVE, } ||) | £ GRAD WHO | 

LOYAL, AND = HAS BEEN 


OFFERED A 
JOB AT 
OCKINSEY. 
HE'S TALL, 
HAS A GREAT 
ACADEMIC 
BACK- 
GROUND, 
AND YOU 
KNOW HE'LL 
BE PAID 
WELL!! 


\\ ie 

HARD-WORKING \ \i\\/@ 

(PROBABLY), SO 
YOU CAN'T 
COMPLAIN 
ABOUT HIS 

PERSONALITY!! 


NANAMI!! 


YOU'LL 
NEVER MEET 
«WITH HIS ANOTHER 
GREAT 
QUALITIES, 
YOU KNOW? 


TAKEUCHI- 
KUNIS A UHH... 
CELEBRITY 


MATTER OF 
FACT, IF YOU 
DON'T WANT 
HIM, GIVE 
HIM TO ME!! 


MISTAKE! 


I'LL HAVE 
HIMFOR 
you!! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT, 
SHIO?! 


| NEVER 
EXPECTED 


BUT YOU 


IFHE WENT |i 
ASFARAS FF 


.WAS “COME 

ALITTLE AND 
Too. LIVE 
UNEx- WITH 

PecteD ME”... 


«HE HAD 
GIVEN UP ON 
ME ALONG 
TIME AGO. 


| THOUGHT 
HIS FEELINGS 
-FOR,;ME HAD 


years 


GED. 


+. WHAT'S 
MOST |M- 
PORTANT 
TOA 
WOMAN... 


WHERE IS 
YANO 


HE 
TOUCHED 
ME SO 
DELICATELY 


es AN Lee eae 
__..WITHHIS. TENDERLY.. | ITS 
| LARGE, _ STRANGE... 

RUGGED See 


WITH 


XA raxeuc “Ge 


 TAREUCHI-| SET 
ie |: 


*,.. YOU'D 
NEVER FALL 
IN LOVE WITH 
ANYONE BUT 
ME, RIGHT?” 


sl WERE TO 
GO OUT WITH 
SOMEONE 


| COULD 
NEVER GO 
OUT... 


«WITH YOU, 
TAKEUCHI-KUN. 


WE'RE SO 
CLOSE THAT 
| CAN'T HELP 
BUT BE 
REMINDED 
OF YANO... 


THERE'S 


TOO MUCH 
HISTORY 
BETWEEN 
USFORA 
RELATIONSHIP 
THAT FACES 
FORWARD. 


"Mn 
GRATEFUL 
YOU'VE 
ALWAYS TO YOU, 


+50 | WANT 

YOU TO HAVE 
AHAPPY 

LIFE. 


BEEN THERE TAKEUCHI-KUN. 
FOR ME... 


YOU'VE 
BEEN 
THINKING 
ABOUT ME 
FOR FIVE 
YEARS... 


«RETURN 
YOUR 
FEELINGS, 
TAKEUCHI- 


TIONSHIP 
THAT 
FACES 


welSN’T ME. 


LIKE CAVIAR 

ieee || TO THE GENERAL | -: 

ORPEARLS — {Wim} 
BEFORE A SWINE, 

AND LIKE WATER [. 

OFF A DUCK'S 

BACK... 


THERE ISA 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
BELIEVING IN 
SOMEONE 
AND FAILING 
TO SEE THE 

TRUTH. 


YOU 

HAVEN'T 
REALIZED 
IT YET. 


YANO 
DUMPED 
YOU. 


NANAMI 


YEARS. 


mn 
aN) 
== Gy) 04 
) 
0 intr 

= : ; BY THE 

_ tip GIRL HE'S 

gz] BEEN IN- 

SERI- x 8 | TERESTED 

| OUSLY a IN FOR THE 
|? ° LAST FIVE 


Ww i 


| OON'T 
REGRET 
iis 


DISTANCE WERE TIMES 
FROM | THOUGHT 
ABOUT GIVING 
uP. 


HER. 


TO TEST 
THE 
WATERS. 


THOSE 
FEELINGS 


INA 
COMFORT- 
ING WAY... 


THESE TWO GOTO A 
DIFFERENT UNIVERSITY = 


—_ psy, 


a va 
d ) 
Ps 


TO-BE SURE 
IS LEADING A 


DIFFERENT rN 


[\ LiFe Now, 


iy 
VE — " 
GOTA |= 
DINNER 


MEETING 


WITH MY 
COMPANY 
TOMOR- 

ROW... 


| DON'T 
{ REALLY 
HAVE ALOT 
OF FREE 
H TIME LIKE 
YOU Guys. 


| DECIDED A 
LONG TIME 
AGO TO TELL 
HER THE DAY 
| BECAME A 
SENIOR AT 
UNIVERSITY... 


THAT WAS 
WHY | ASKED 
TAKAHASHI 
TO MEET 


DAY. 


a THE 
MOMENT | 
SEE HER... 


wINSTAN- 
TANEOUS- 
Lon 


THAT'S 
WHAT | 
THOUGHT 


«YOU CAN 
FEEL THAT 
WAY 
ABOUT? 


COULDN'T 
YOU HAVE SAID 
SOMETHING 
OTHER THAN, 
“COME AND LIVE 
WITH ME"? 


ITWASA 
MARRIAGE 
PROPOSAL. 


FEELINGS 
| HAVE GREW 
OVER A 
LONGER. | | 
PERIOD. | 


| WANTED TO 
EXPRESS MY 
FEELINGS TO 
HER LIKE 
THAT. 


IT WAS MY 
LAST AND 
GREATEST 
CONFESSION 
TO HER. 


DON’T 
REGRET 
ANYTHING. 


Y IF THERE 
} WERE ONE 
| PAST 


| SHOULD 
HAVE 
TAKEN HER 
AWAY 
FROM 
HIM... 


BEFORE IT's 

THEIR BOND THAT | 

BECAME SO HELD age 
STRONG. MYSELF AND FOR 


HAVING MET 
TAKAHASHI... 


BACK FOR 
MOTO 
TWICE. | 


| DON'T 
KNOW 
WHY I’M 
ALWAYS 
SO NICE 
TO : 
MOTO. 


IF HE 
HAD BEEN IN 
YOUR PLACE, HE [AN 
WOULD HAVE : 


DONE THE 
SAME THING. 


HURRY UP WE'RE 


AND GET 
READY. 


| COULD 
EASILY FIND 
MYSELF A 


THE TRAIN 
RIGHT 
AWAY!! 


'M ABOUT 
TO GO INTO 
ADINNER 
MEETING WITH 
MY COMPANY! 


HER, YOU 
SEE. 


Saar 


db 


Yf 


NANAMI 
! 


WANT 
TOGO GET 
SOME SEA- 
FOOD? 


a HE|NEVER, 
SAID, 
GOODBYEX 


| THERE IS A 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
BELIEVING 
IN 
SOMEONE 
AND 
FAILING TO 
SEE THE 
TRUTH. 


ARE YOU 
CRYING? 


IBROKEN| UF, 
YETAHAVE! 
= WEZ, 


PLEASE 
LEAVE 
ME 
ALONE. 


WEIRDO 
OR ANY- 
THING. 


A YEAH, 
BROKEN 


HEART. 


IT’S 
THAT, 
RIGHT? 


THEY SAY 
THAT TO 
PROTECT . 
THEMSELVES, ||“ eee 
RIGHT? Pielke yea 
‘HE'S REALLY 
BUSY RIGHT 


AFTER ALL, IF 
THE GUY REALLY 
WANTED TO 
CONTACT YOU, 
HE WOULD, NO 
MATTER WHAT 
WAS GOING ON... 


ww AND IF THE 
GUY WANTED 
TO SEE YOU, HE 
WOULD, NO 
MATTER HOW 
BUSY HE IS, 


“ett Y THAT'S 
ABAD ou 
oe /| OPINION 

Me"... : 


ASAGUY. 
YOUR 


LOYALTY IS 
ADMIRABLE... 


ae 


=<2ECS 


THERE'S 
ONE THING 
| FORGOT 
TO TELL 
YOU. 


wl SN’'T THE 

ONLY THING 
WE CAN 

NEVER GET 


PAST... 


Hey, 
whers 
What the 
hell ave you 
talking 
about?! 


YOU'RE 
NOT AT 
» ABSOLUTE 
ee ZERO, 
RIGHT? 


THERE IS A 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
BELIEVING 
IN 
WHERE SOMEONE 

? AND 
IS HE? AW ING TO 
SEE THE 
TRUTH. 


IT'S 
NOTHING 
TO BE 
EMBAR- 
RASSED 
ABOUT. 


OL 


7 \ =e 


BELIEVE | 
IN HIM ABSOLUTELY, 


POSITIVELY 


THIS © KNOW THOSE |. 
WHOLE WORDS 


TIME? WEREN'T 


THOSE 
WORDS HAVE 
KEPT ME 
GOING THESE 
PAST FIVE 


BUT YANO'S 
WHY? FEELINGS 
FOR ME 
CHANGED... 


«FAILED, 


mAS 
MOVED 


WE DIDN’T 
MAKE 
MISTAKES. 


RECOLLECTIONS 


oo WE DID. 
“| EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE THAT 
 SEVENTEEN- 
YEAR-OLDS... 


J) aed 
FOREVER- 


MORE... 


| 
| 


| 


86 


3215 
Subject: Congratulations for getting 
a B rank on your college examination 
sample test 


That’s amazing! 


I ditched my last prep exam so I don’t 
know how I would have scored--sorry. 
But it’s okay. 

As long as you’re coming to Tokyo, I 
really don’t care what university I end 
up at. 


S/t7 7352 
Subject: 


I swam today. It’s been a while since 
I last swam. 

I’ve seriously lost the swimming 
skills I used to have. 

That was kind of depressing, but it 
still felt good. 

It’s great to be in the water. 

I wonder why I ever quit swimming 
in the first place. 


Subject: Idiot 


I won't go on any group dates. If I had the money 
to do that, I’d rather go see you and Lalami. 
I mean it, you know...? 


If only you’d appear here inside a cargo box 
too, Takahashi... 


7/2 16:43 
Subject: I’m sorry I haven’t been able to call 


Don't worry. I’m doing fine. I’m just busy, that’s all. 
Just concentrate on what you have to do, Takahashi. 
You're going to be accepted into J University, right? 


, 0 
I'VE ALWAYS 
BUT NOW THOUGHT, WZ 
| THINK ITCANTBE =f 
q DIFFERENTLY. . TAKEUCHI-KUN”... 
ical el a d : 
sal a — a a 
pal I Bee |e A a 4 


ane) a el] ee NV AAS 


TAKEUCHI- 
KUN... 


Th 


| REALLY 
NEED YOU 
NOW. 


| ate) 
SINCERE... 


«EARNEST... 


| IT'S FINE 


NEED TO 
UNDER- 


AND 
HAPPY. 


= 
YOU'RE oy 
Kno.or YW) 


TOO, YOU 
KNOW, 
TAKA- 
HASHI. 
Look 

at your 

calves. 


(G 
= 


: WHAT'S 
TWO BED- YOU'RE THIS? 
ROOMS?! Y LOOKING 
FORA 


\) aS 


DOES THIS 
MEAN... 
NANAMI, 
ARE YOU 
FINALLY... 


BUT IT 
MAY BE A 
POSSIBIL- 
UTYoxs 


NOT, 


WE'VE 
JUST 
STARTED 
GOING 
OUT. 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
MOVE IN 
TOGETHER 
RIGHT AFTER 
You 
GRADUATE, 


EVEN 


THOUGH 
SHE BECAUSE WHY IS 
ASKED "Mm THAT THE 
ME WORRIED in FIRST 
ABOUT HING YOU 
THAT... YOu. ASK? 
fe gi > 
TAKEUCHI- 


KUN...~s 


| CAN'T 
TAKE YOU 


el IT'S NICE | 
TO EAT DON’T 
I'LL GET LIKE THIS }& MIND. 
PAID ON EVERY 
FRIDAY NOW AND 
FROM MY THEN. 


«SHOULD 


HELP? | PART-TIME 
. JOB. ff 
' SS ‘ f \ 
6 6\\ 
SSS a W 
NO Sy 
NEED. = 
150 LET'S = 
GOOUT | = 
"M\ FORANICE b= MN 
USED TO DINNER 
COOKING. \ THEN. 


“AND COULD 
_NEVER RELAX 
AROUND 


GUY’S ROOM 
AT-NIGHT... 


COME TO THINK OF IT, MAYBE IT’S 


YANO (ALTHOUGH HE BECAUSE 
DOESN'T SEEM LIKE HE 
WOULD) KEPT HIS ROOM r'VE KNOWN 
CLEAN ALL THE TIME. HIM FOR SO 
(BUT HIS ROOM STARTED 1 CAN LONG? 
TO GET DIRTY ONCE HE 


GOT LALAMI.) 


HIS 

ROOM IS 

HAVE FELT | PRETTY 

THE MESSY. 
PRESSURE 

IF HIS 
ROOM WERE 
CLEANER 

THAN MINE. 


salt ov i 
comerhing?! Aa 


ARE YOU 
AGENIUS, 
TAKEUCHI- 

KUN? 
WITH 


IT'S JUST 
FRIED RICE 
MUSTARD 
GREENS. 


THIS IS 
THE ONLY | |'VE NEVER 


THING | HAD SUCH 
CAN COOK | DELICIOUS 


PROPERLY.] FRIED 
RICE... 


I'VE TRIED 
MAKING 
CARBONARA 
AND CHOCO- 
LATE CAKE, 
BUT... 


BUT IT'S NOT 
THAT | DON’T 
LIKE TO COOK. 


Probably. 


-« SMILED, THE | 
CORNERS OF. 
~ HIS6 MOUTH 


WHY DON’T 


'0 LIKE TO ipa 
TOGETHER 
INCREASE MY Loge se 
REPERTOIRE. eT ONE PL 
EVERY NOW 


AND THEN? 


BUT WHEN 
TAKEUCHI-KUN 
SMILES, THE 
CORNERS OF 
HIS EYES 
DROP DOWN, 
MAKING HIM 
LOOK REALLY 
~KIND.\° 


IT HELPS 
ME PUT 
A KIND 
EXPRESSION 
ON MY FACE 


JUST 
Pee ous... |{ THE TRAIN 
\ FARE. }, sa? IS 


TAKAHASHI, 
is : ARE YOU 
GO BACK | : GOING BACK 
AROUND |} TO HOKKAIDO 


THE . 
TENTH. . FOR OBON? 


YEAH. 


"M 
HELPING 
ORGA- 

NIZE 


MTesas 
THEN 


MAYBE I'LL 
GO BACK 
AROUND 

THAT TIME 


REALLY 
SHOULD” 
|GET 
PLANE 
TICKETS 
FOR BOTH 


OH—DO YOU 
WANT TO 
COME TO THE 
REUNION 
Too? 


YOU ALWAYS 
ACCOMPANY 
ME ALL THE 
WAY TO MY 
DORM. 


BUT | KNOW BEING A 


TAKE CARE YANO WON'T LITTLE 
GETTING SHOW INSENSITIVE? 
BACK TO = ee 

YOUR 


PLACE. 


|WANT TO 
BE WITH 


..BECAUSE 
GOING HOME 
ALONE AT NIGHT 
IS DANGEROUS. 
| TAKE YOU 
HOME 
BECAUSE... 


Wise 


SO 
INEVITABLY 
| SEE YOU 


EVEN IF IT’S 
FOR ONE 
MINUTE OR 
ONE SECOND 
MORE. 


.. TAKEUCHI- 


KUN LEFT 
WITHOUT 
EVEN 
KISSING 


BUT 
EVEN 
AFTER 
SAYING 
THAT... 


CM 


THIS IS 
NERVE- 


BWRACKING... 


EVERYONE 
I5 SO 
ACCOM- 
PLISHED. 


SHIN 
TSUJIUCHI. 
(MA 
GRADUATE 
OF W UNI- 
VERSITY. 


PLEASE 
WAIT OVER 


f 
THEY ALL 

OOK VERY 

CLEVER. eree 


accerteo \\% 


Qs BESIDES 
a : 


GRADUATE 
OF K UNI- 
VERSITY. 


(MA 
FRIEND OF 
SHIORI'S 
FROM BACK 
IN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 


ULL tr 
to Loo! 
smart. 


NANAMI 
TAKAHA— 


i 
SA 
Os 


YOU'RE 
NANAMI... 


And 
she went 
to the 


'M 


VE : 
SHIO-CHIN'S |! sencenst 


HEARD NICETO 


ABOUT MEET | gye| univ | FRIENDS) || FROMI 
YOu, — YOUN wap | sity teat) ARE ALL SO} |UNIVERSITY. I] 
out \! couldn't N 


get 
into... 


vespect 
wer. 


MAKIKO BINGO. 
SENGENJI. 


SURPRISED 
YOU KNEW 
WHO | WAS. 


there's 


nothing 
spectal ALWAYS 
about WANTED 
me. TO MEET 


SINCE WE 
HAVE A 
MUTUAL 
FRIEND... 


wl T DOESN'T 

FEEL LIKE THIS 
IS THE FIRST 
TIME WE'VE 

MET. 


| DIDN’T 
KNOW 
SHIO-CHIN 

-. TALKED TO 


ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 


SHE’S 
SMILING... 


TAKAHASHI, 
IS THAT 
YOUR CELL? 


WHAT DO YOU 
WANT ME TO 
BRING BACK 


| FRIEND OF | 
YOURS AT 
COMPANY 


MIOOLE 
SCHOOL. 


TOKYO MAN 


I'VE NEVER 
BEEN ABLE 
TO EAT THE 


WITHOUT 
BUYING... 


a THANKS, 
IT'S 


HEAVY, 
HUH. 


— 0 


We. 


SHOULD 


Zan 
aoe co 
i a 
ER BN 


WHAT 
ABOUT THE 


HE'S 
SCARED OF 
HAVING TO KNOW... 
CRAWL ON ALL 

FOURS IN 
PLACES WHERE 

THERE'S NOT 

ENOUGH SPACE 
UP AND 
DOWN. 


.| PROBLEM, 
| CAN 
RIDE IT. 


HE 
DOESN'T 
BUT HE = CARE IF 
COULDN'T HE'S SHUT 
CLIMB INTO UP INSIDE 
THE OVER- A 
- HEAD LOCKER... 
| STORAGE 
on \ ABOVE A 


ya \ CLOSET. 


HE'S CLAUS- 
TROPHOBIC, 
RIGHT? 


BuT 
ONLY 
WHERE 
THE 
CEILING 
IS Low. 


THOSE 
ARE FOR 
CHILDREN 
AND GIRLS, 


AREN'T THEY?, 


ROLLER 
COAST- 


I'M FINE 
AS LONG 
AS|1LOOK 

IN THE 

DISTANCE, 


YOU KNOW 
ABOUT 
HIM, 


RIGHT? 


WHAT 
ABOUT A 

FERRIS 
WHEEL? 


HE SAID HE’O 
GO CRAZY IF 
SOMEBODY 
LOCKED HIM 
INSIDE THE 


A LOW- 
CEILINGED 
ROOM IN A es 
VERY HIGH ~ PVE BEEN 

\ ABLE TO. 


ABOUT 


BUT YOU, 
TAKEUCHI- 


= 
10) 
7 


DEFINITELY 
WOULD 


" 


\\ a 


y7 UM, WE'RE 
HAVING A 
REUNION 
FOR THE 

STUDENTS 

WHO WERE 
IN ala 


CONTACT 
NUMBER 
FOR 


| YURI-SAN 


HOME? 


HERE FOR 
ME. 


TAKAHASHI. 
MA 
CLASSMATE 
OF YURI-SAN 
FROM HIGH 
SCHOOL... 


AGA DOESN'T 
J SEEM TO BE IN 
| LIKED 
THE TOKYO 
BANANA 
BETTER. 


TO HAVE 
SOME OF | 
la THIS TOKYO 


LIVING WITH 
AMAN : | Ys 
BEFORE Z \ i NO, | LIKE 
MARRIAGE |S Y \ THAT 
OUT OF THE 7 ff BOY. 
QUESTION!! g WN j 


HE sss) 
LIKE ANICE, |! 
HONEST 
| MIGHT MOVE PERSON. 
IN WITH 
TAKEUCHI-KUN 
NEXT YEAR. ‘ ' WAS surprised 


me aw You with = \| 


C] him at the ai 


though. "port, 


| WAS REALLY 


SURPRISED YOU'VE 


YESTERDAY NEVER 


WHEN | SAW TALKED 


YOU ABOUT 
TOGETHER, THESE ~@ 
YOU KNOW. A KINDSOF /,pRa/ THISIS WELL, 

THINGS, ALL SO EH... 
50... . a. SUDDEN. 


| eat 


Sa Z 
Hite 
= wy UM.. —— 
= USED TO 
COME 
eae A I NEVER 
WHAT THOUGHT 
HAPPENED TO | = WE'D BE 
YANO-KUN? = | == TOGETHER 
== == EITHER. 
j == 


HE 
DUMPED 


TWO GOT 
ALONG SO 


SO WHEN 
OUR LIVES 
CHANGED, 
SO DID OUR YOU TWO 
FEELINGS. EVEN LAUGHED 
EXACTLY THE 
SAME WAY. 


YOUR 
FATHER 
AND | DIDN'T 


HIGH SCHOOL 
SWEETHEARTS _y 
WHO MARRIED 


BUT I'VE 
GOTTEN OVER 
IT, SOM FINE 
NoOw!! 


BUT NOW THAT 
| THINK ABOUT IT, 
WHEN | TOLD HIM 
ABOUT YOU TWO, | BE- 
HE SAID HE COULDN'T : LIEVED 
BELIEVE YOU STAYED & WE'D BE 


TOGETHER SO ) ue 


EVEN IF HE 
HADN'T MAYBE | 
MOVED AWAY, WAS BLIND 
THE RESULT TO WHAT 
WOULD HAVE KIND OF 
BEEN THE AFTER PERSON 
| SHOULD HAVE SAME. ALL, HE'S 
REALIZED IT WAS HEARTLESS 
HOPELESS TO ENOUGH 
WAIT FOR HIM TO NOT 
AFTER THAT HAVE 
FIRST YEAR WHEN CONTACT- 
HE STOPPED 


Gas 


E 


college... 


WELL... 


| DIDN'T 
KNOW 
YOU Two 
HAD 
FALLEN 
OUT. 


HE WE 
DIDN'T DIDN'T 
ASK REALLY 
WHERE TALK 
YOU THAT 
WERE IRONED 
LIVING OR 
HOW TO 
CONTACT 
YOU. 


DIDN'T 
YOU TELL 
ME ABOUT 


saat WELL... PLEASE, z IT BACK 
ABOUT. OMAN THEN? 
OH, REMEMBER ‘ 
NOW! WHAT YOU 
REMEM- TALKED 


BER... ABOUT! 


ONLY IF 
HE FELT 
LIKE IT, 


IT’S TOO 
LATE TO 
THINK 
BOUT” 
ITNOW... 


HE ASKED 
ME IF YOU 
HAD BEEN 
ACCEPTED 
ATA 
UNIVERSITY. 


IT 
DOESN’T 
MAKE A 
DIFFER- 
ENCE. 
HE STILL 


-WHY DID HE 
HAVE TO 


IT MEANS HE 
DIDN’T WANT 
TO GET IN 
CONTACT 
WITH ME. 


COLLEGE? 
"VM GLAD 
TO HEAR 
THAT.” 


I'M GOING 
TO THE 
BATHROOM... 


THIS GUY 
WAITED FIVE 
YEARS, YOU 


ANYWAY, 


| CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
||) TAKEUCHI-KUN, i 
\ HAVE SOME 
WHY'D YOU WAIT \ econ | 
DION'T YOU NAB | 
NANAMI RIGHT 
AFTER ENTERING 
UNIVERSITY? 


ce PS 


LET'S GO 
OUTSIDE 
AND GET 
SOME 
FRESH 
AIR. 


i tk. 


SORRY. 


'M GOING 
TO THE 
BATH- 
ROOM. 


l got Worried 
\ Since You 


hadn't come | YOU 
back. | OKAY? 


YEAH. 


| THINK 
| DRANK 
TOO 
MUCH. 
\ 
dozed 
off fo" 


POTA- 
TOES IN 
HOKKAIDO 
ARE SO 

MUCH 
BETTER 

WW 


THIS IS GOOD. 
A SIMPLE 
POTATO WITH 
BUTTERIS 
GREAT. 
i 


S\ 7 


Vim ® 


Fr 
owt \BE a 
Yonge = =f 
sane = 
cade \E 


Ha Ht 
igeaunns: 


THE 
BRIOGE AT 
NIGHT IS 
PRETTY 
ROMANTIC, 


ISN'T IT? 


THE 
STREETS 
ARE 
PRETTY 
EMPTY 
EVEN 
THOUGH 
IT'S 
OBON. 


BUT IT’S 
QUIET. 
| LIKE IT. 


| DON’T 
WANT... 


| CAN FEEL 


TAKEUCHI- | 
ole, KUN’S | 
iis HEART- 

HE'S | BEAT. 

| DIFFERENT 

| FROM ie 

| YANO. __ 


‘SENSITIVE. 


* = | HES. | 


ACTUALLY... 


|WASA 
LITTLE 
RATTLED 


MY MOM TOLD 
ME TODAY 
THAT YANO 

CONTACTED 
HER THREE 
YEARS AGO. 


| 
SHOULDN'T 
BE 
SHOCKED 


BUT... ABOUT IT 


IF THERE’S 

ONE THING 

I'D LIKE TO 
KNOW... 


| MUSTN’T 
DWELL 
ON IT 

ANYMORE. 


wl T'S WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO HIM. 


| DION’T WANT 
TO HIDE IT 
FROM YOU, SO 
I'M TELLING YOU 
ABOUT IT. 


| DON'T 
KNOW WHY 
HE CALLED 
MY HOUSE... 


..BUT IT DOESN'T 
MATTER 
BECAUSE HE 
NEVER TRIED TO 
GET IN TOUCH 
WITH ME 
DIRECTLY. 


PLEASE 
' DON’T 
LET ME 


PROMISE 
Me... 


THERE |S 


song IT WAS 
TOLD YOU, EXACTLY 
LIKE 
- _ YANO. 


HE 
CONTACTED 
ME TOO. 


HE MADE 
ME 
PROMISE 
NOT TO 
TELL YOU. 


HIS PHONE 
AND HIS NUMBER... 
ADDRESS? 


? 


DECIDE TO 
TAKE YOU 
FROM HIM 
BACK THEN 


ee 


ic 


BACK 
THEN 


i 


{ 


im 


il 


1% 


aiasaaararanininmmnt nie 


Chapter 35 


<< 


SOMEONE ONCE SAID... 


MEMORIES... 

ARE SIMPLY A PRODUCT OF ONE’S 
aX ALN x OLN Fa Od 7 at ON ol XO) Di | 
FRAGMENTS OF THE PAST. 


REMEMBERING... 


«15 THE SAME AS SEEING AN ILLUSION. 


| REMEMBER THE 
WORDS HE SAID... 


HIS SMILING FACE... 


HIS VOICE... 


IN MY MEMORY | LINK 
TOGETHER FRAGMENT: 
FROM THE PAST WHEN 


| 


NO... 


| JUST NO MATTER 

HAPPENED HOW MANY 

TO SEE IT TIMES I'VE 
WHEN HE ASKED HIM, 
OPENED HE’S NEVER 
HIS CELL SHOWED ME 
PHONE. /~-\ HER PHOTO IN 

HIS CELL! 


YOU HAVE SO 
TO ASK HIM ieee 7 WHAT IS 


FOR ME, ~~ | TAKAHASHI 
AKI. : ca LIKE? 


MY FIRST MEMORY OF 
HIM IS IN WINTER. 


| MOVED HERE 
FROM K CITY IN 
HOKKAIDO DUE 
TO PARENTAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 


I'M WITH MY 


MOM NOW, BUT 
FOR SOME ; al " 
STRANGE REASON, || “OPCum, 
VM OFFICIALLY — || cranceey 
REGISTERED . 
UNDER MY FATHER, 
SO MY FAMILY 
NAME IS THE 


THE TRANSFER STUDENT IN CLASS § IS NICE, 
ISN’T HE? 


YEAH, | SAW HIM. HE LOOKS CUTE AND COOL. 
BUT DON’T EXPECT aid GO FOR YOU. 


AIO 


WHY NOT? ld 
\ 


HE HAS A GIRLFRIEND IN woxkaod..\ 


AKIKO SENGENUJI, 
17 YEARS OLD 


y= | nel 


| NEVER HAD ANY INTENTION OF DOING ANYTHING, : 
A GIRLFRIEND. i S 


WITH A GUY WHO HAS 
| 


7 


{ 


|INEEDA 
HAIRCUT. 


KOTARO, 
WHAT ARE 
YOU—YANO'S 
CHAMPION 
Nowe? 


PRETTY 


\ COCKY 
STARTED FORA 


OFF FIGHTING TRANSFER 


LIKE CATS 
AND DOGS... my STUDENT: 


BEING IN 
THE AKASAKA 


WHEN YANO 
FIRST GOT 
HERE, YOU 
DIDN'T GET 
ON WITH HIM 
AT ALL. 


.. YOU'RE 
FROM A 
DUMB 
SCHOOL 
IN THE 
BOONIES. 


THE PHONE 


HE PHONES 
HER EVERY 
NIGHT FOR 
EXACTLY 
FIVE 


HE SAID HE MINUTES. 


TIMES IT SO 
THEY DON'T 
GO OVER. 


AKASAKA'S STOR’ 


'M / 
SURPRISED f 
HE PASSED 

OUR 
ADMISSION 


EXAM. ‘ PUBLIC 
SCHOOL| 
RIGHT? 


IS THAT 
“KO” GUY 
THE 
LEADER 
OF THIS 
CLASS? 


YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO MADE [| 
ITOIFFICULT! | 


HEY, | 
FREELY 
INTERPRET 


gts\ CONVERSA- 
\ TIONS, 


an HELL 


BREAK UP 
SOONER 
OR LATER. 


IS THIS 


THE CUR- | 
RICULUM 
FOR 
NEXT 
TERM? 


SURPRISED 
THEY CAN... 


DISTANCE 
RELATION- 
SHIPS 
NEVER 


ee 


/ NEVER MET 
ANYBODY AS 
AUDACIOUS 


as 


i) 


i) BECAUSE 
GIRLS... 


Pe a 
wlITIS A BIT 


PEOPLE BY 
THEIR THEN WHY 
LOOKS. WON'T YOU 


SHOW US 
HER 
PHOTO? 


SOMEONE 
WITH BOTH 
BEAUTY AND 


ane 


| DOESNT’ /7 


REALLY 
LOVE 
HER. 


== "YOULL FIND = - aT 
= ALL THE 
== FILES IN THE THIS IS ==  —SCENVIOUS. 
=) ‘SHELF OVER ie _. — 
> Gee ‘<: ACCOUNT - al 
(sp BOOK. - 
, : : te eee : a a baie 
ee SLT 
THe PHONE | LIE 


CALLS 
TOO? 


mm wot 


| HAVE 


4 great 
SO sonia J TO ADMIT : I'VE GLAD YOU 
WORK MAY i = 4 THAT THIS ANY- NEVER BEEN HAVE AC- 
BE HARD, | dent. |= ISN'TA WAY... GOODWITH counTine {/E 
BUT I'M 5 VERY NUMBERS. SKILLS, |\) 
COUNTING EE ELEGANT 
ON YOU. 1 WORK- 
x PLACE... 
Ly 
\ ( 
= JOB WHEN 
Lj Ys — i NOT 
a > THAT 
SKILLED. 
| 
Va _ IT JUST 
_ ' wot 
Sig vs" TURNED 
; a bey OUT THAT IT'S 
\- DON'T eal. WAY, REALLY 
. WORRY. a THAT'S SOME- 
/ | WAS IN ALL. THING... 
HA A MUCH BA oO 
HA. MORE BEING “HA START 
severe (U PRESIDENT HA YOUR OWN 
THE WORKPLACE ISN'T MUCH BUT BUSINESS. 
FINANCE BEFORE ” WHEN THERE YOU'RE THE 
DIVISION OF 1GOT a ARE ONLY PRESIDENT 
D MINISTRY. \ maRRieo. TWO PEOPLE OF THE 
THAT MUST IN THE COMPANY. 
HAVE BEEN COMPANY! 
TOUGH. 


SO |'VE 

GOT TO 
WORK 
HARD. 


OKAY, |W OFF TO 
THE MEETING, 
SO LOOK AFTER 
THE OFFICE 
FOR ME. 


| HAVE A 

SON TO 

SEND TO 
UNIVERSITY 


WE GOT IT 
FOR FREE 
SOME- 
WHERE. 


Bk 


AND 
IT'S EVEN 
OUTSIDE! 


IF THIS WERE 
HOKKAIDO, THE 
WATER PIPES 
WOULD 
FREEZE 


UN- 


VE 
ENDED UP 
WASHING 
MY MOMS 

UNDER- 
WEAR AND 
HANGING 


"M 

DOING 
THE 

|) LAUNDRY. 


WHAT 
? 


: OF 
COURSE 

DOIT 

MYSELF. 


OUT: 
SIDE?! 


| 
HAVEN'T 
CALLED 
HIM 
LATELY. 


YOU WERE 
IMAGINING 


IT, 
TAKAHASHI. 


TALK 
TO YOU 
TOMORROW. 


NOT ONE 
OF YOUR 
CELLS IS THE 
SAME AS IT 
WAS SEVEN 
YEARS 
AGO... 


SOIT 
MEANS EVERY 
SEVEN YEARS 

YOU'RE A 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON. 


IF IT WERE, 

THEN WHYDO THAT'S 
WE STILL IMPOS- 
HAVE OUR SIBLE. 

MEMORIES? 


THAT'S, 
uM, YOU 
KNOW... 


IF OUR CELLS 
ARE ALL 
REPLACED, 
THEN OUR 
MEMORIES 
WOULD NEED 
TO BE 
REPLACED 
TOO, RIGHT? 


YOU KNOW, 
EVERY CELL 
IN THE 
HUMAN 
BODY GETS 
REPLACED 
AFTER 
SEVEN 

YEARS. 


\ 
ACOPY OF YOUR NEW \ 


\ 
CE Nee | memory y 
COPIES 
THE OLD 
MEMORIES 
WHEN 
REPLACING 
THEM? 


A COPY OF 
ACOPY OF 
ACOPY... 


BUT THEN YOUR 
MEMORY WOULD 
START TO 
DETERIORATE, 
WOULON'T IT? 


THERE ARE 
memories |\\ .~ 
THAT NEVER THAT'S WHY 
DETERIORATE, | <cxga\ y a “Ole 
YOU KNOW. K\ i memories 
TEND TO 
BE VAGUE? 


BUT YANO 
TALKS WITH 
YOU ALOT, 
DOESN'T 


OH, THAT'S 
PROBABLY 
BECAUSE 
HE KNOWS 

| DON'T 
a HAVE ANY 

SPECIAL 

- | FEELINGs | He wever 
FORHIM, |  talkes to US 
that much. 


Ham... 

YANO She 
SEEMS TO |might 
DISTANCE | be 
HIMSELF. 


especially 
vow che 


gis. 


Za 


YANO CALLS 
AKI “BEAUTY 
AND BRAINS.” 


| SENSE 
THAT TOO. 


IT'S 
“| LIKE HE 
“ |FORGIVES 
US WHEN 
HE 
ACTUALLY f \\\\\, : ) 


i's Wee @ : ; 
oundary-- 


ARE... 


wA SILLY 
DOTING SHE WANTS 
COUPLE, oe ena 
AREN’T HA 
you? HAIR LOOKS FRIEND A 
y LIKE LONG. PHOTO? 


? , | 
} SENGENJI, | 


i COULD NEED \\ 
B YOUTAKE YOUR 
My HELP. 


WANT ME 
TO SHOVE | 
CHOP- 
STICKS UP 

YOUR 
\ NOSE? 


LOVE ISN'T 
RATIONAL. 


| ALWAYS LET 
| MY RATIONAL 
SIDE WIN. 


SHOULDN'T 
FALL IN LOVE 
IF YOU CAN'T 
BE RATIONAL 
ABOUT IT. 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
IS GOING TO 
LAST THAT 
LONG ANYWAY. 


ell 


ARE YOU 
THAT 
COMPLETELY 
COMMITTED 
TO 
TAKAHASHI? 


YOU'D BE 
BETTER OFF 


ENDING THE 
RELATIONSHIP 
NOW. 


\ 


"Mm 


CONFIDENT 
| CAN 
MAINTAIN 
OuR 
THAT'S 
WHY | LEFT laa ak 
HER . 
BEHINO. 


| 


/ 


BUT IF 

HE WAS 

CONFIDENT. 

—ABOUT-IT,= 

HE 
WOULDN’T 
HAVE 

GOTTEN 

UPSET. 


WHY 


DID | SAY 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT? 


| 


Q 


WHAT IS 
SHE LIKE? 


«WHO 
1S THAT CAUGHT A 
TRUE? GLIMPSE OF 
THE PHOTO 
SAID SHE WAS 


es 


YOU'RE ALOT 
PRETTIER 
THAN SHE |S. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
WORKING 
LATE ALOT. 


MICRO- 
WAVE 
THE PASTA 
FOR 

ABOUT |.) 
TWO AND |. 

AHALF 
MINUTES. 


| MADE 
SPAGHETTI |} 
AND SALAD. |: 


BUT IT’S 
NICE TO 
KNOW | 
GET PAID 


BEGAN THIS 
JOB, SO 
THERE’S A 
LOT | HAVE 


IN EIGHT 
YEARS 
YOU'LL BE 

AN OLD 


YOU'RE 
SO... 


YOU'RE 
OLD. 


PLL BE 
AN OLD 
WOMAN 
IN EIGHT 
YEARS, 


I'M 50? 


PROBABLY 


WON’T 
HAVE 


MARRIED |. 


IN 
EIGHT 
YEARS 
YANO 
WILL BE 


SHE 
DIDN'T 


DRINK 
THIS 
MUCH 
BACK IN 
HOKKAIDO 


MY MOM 
STAYS UP 


THE WALLS 
ARE THIN, SO 
EVERYBODY 
CAN HEAR 
WHAT WE'RE 
TALKING 


HOW LONG 
DOES IT 
TAKE TO 

RESHOOT 
APHOTO, 

FOOL? 


ve been 

waiting 

for a 

while 

WOW IWANTTO | 
SEE YOUR | © 

NEW 

BANGS. 


IT'LL 
ABSOLUTELY BE 
FINE. FINE. 


NEVER: BELT: 


LONELY; BY; 


MYSELE,UNTIL 


| METsYOU- 


YANO: 


YOU'VE 
NEVER 
NOT BEEN 
CUTE. 


THERE ARE A 
LOT OF THINGS 
THAT WOULD 
BE EASIER IF 
YOU HADN'T 
KNOWN THAT 


HAPPINESS. BUT 


BECAUSE 
YOU HAVE A 
MEMORY OF 
BEING WITH 

SOMEONE. 


THE HAPPIER YOU 
ARE, THE MORE 
FACTORS THERE 
ARE THAT CAN 
CAUSE 
UNHAPPINESS. 


BECAUSE 
YOU 
REMEMBER 
THE 
HAPPINESS 
YOU FELT 
BEING 
TOGETHER 
WITH THAT 
PERSON. 


"THE MEMOR 
BEING TOGET! 


WITH SO 


fer) 


BEAUTY AND 


IT'S TRUE, 
SO WHY 
WORRY 

ABOUT IT? 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 


BRAINS. 


BUT THE 
ENGLISH 
SECTION 
WAS EASY, 
WASN'T IT? 


EVERYBODY 
HAS BEEN 
CALLING ME 
THAT SINCE 

YOU STARTED 


IT. 


REALLY 
? 


ENOUGH. 


STOP 


|LOST MY 
CONFIDENCE 
RIGHT AFTER 
| GOT HERE. 


TTR 


.l'O BE ABLE 
TO WITHSTAND 
ANYTHING. 


| 
THOUGHT 
IF MY 
FEELINGS 
WERE 
STRONG... ff 


BUT 
MAYBE THE 
STRONGER 


YOUR 
FEELINGS 
ARE... 


we THE 
STRONGER 

THE SENSE OF 

LOSS |S TOO. 


SO WHAT 


COME ON, 
CHEER ME 
\ UP IN YOUR 
SENSIBLE 
WAY. 


ABOUT IT, 
SENGENJI? 


LIVE 


WHERE 
DO YOU 
SENGENJI? 


Cope 


Dor: a SKS 


S 


Ally) 


ee 


SS 


..YOU SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
ACCEPT THE 
FUTURE, 
WHATEVER IT 
MAY BE. 


\ Wy \ Aff! 


THAT'S 
WHY | THINK 
YOU'LL BE 
FINE. 


val! 


M NOT SURE 
HOW TAKAHASHI 
WILL FEEL 


™ : : «GOTTEN 
— | BEYOND HIS 
| BOUNDARY? 


| SED 


OSSED YANO'S - 


THE MOMENT CR 
BOUNDARY... 


RATIONALITY. : 


BUT IT WOULD 
TAKE FIVE 
MORE YEARS... 


E 
PU 
a 


Fa 5) tO) 4 =| 
THE GIRL SMILING 
HAPPILY IN THE 
PHOTOGRAPH. 
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( 
-F 
Notes || 
ss 


Honorifics 


In Japan, people are usually addressed by their name followed by a suffix. 
The suffix shows familiarity or respect, depending on the relationship. 
Male (familiar): first or last name + kun 

Female (familiar): first or last name + chan 

Adult (polite): last name + san 

Upperclassman (polite): last name + senpai 

Teacher or professional: last name + sensei 


Close friends or lovers: first name only, no suffix 


Nana-chan vs. Nana-san 
Nanami’s nickname is “Nana-chan.” Yano’s ex-girlfriend 


was a year older, so she was known as “Nana-san.” 


Terms 

A gokon is a group date. 

“Kojo no Tsuki” (The Moon over the Ancient Castle) is a famous 
Japanese song. 

Obon is a period during summer that honors the spirits of 
deceased ancestors. 

Shivoi Koibito, Butter Sandwich, and Wakasaimo are sweets from 
Hokkaido. Shiroi Koibito, or “white lover,” is a cookie with white 
chocolate inside. A “Butter Sandwich” is white chocolate, butter and 
raisins in a soft biscuit. Wakasaimo is made out of white bean paste 
and kelp and shaped to look like a sweet potato. Hokkaido is also 


known for crab. 


All the movies out on DVD that I want to watch 
are discontinued, so I’m having a hard time 
deciding whether I want to buy the DVDs being 
sold on the Internet at expensive prices or wait 


until they are reissued. I’m ina quandary. ae 


—~Yuki Obata 


Yuki Obata’s birthday is January 9. Her debut manga, Raindrops, won 
the Shogakukan Shinjin Comics Taisho Kasaku Award in 1998. Her 
current series, We Were There (Bokura ga Ita) , won the 50th Shogakukan 
Manga Award and was adapted into an animated television series. She 
likes sweets, coffee, drinking with friends, and scary stories. Her hobby 
is browsing in bookshops. 
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